caine.    At the same time, the Federal Government is attempting to
reduce cocaine availability through diplomatic initiatives with
coca-growing and cocaine-manufacturing countries.    Special multi-
agency enforcement efforts in the Caribbean have been designed to
obstruct the cocaine flow to the Southeastern United States.

DEA's efforts are focused on traffickers, not on users, so we do not
have statistics on the arrest and conviction rate of small time users.
The National Institute of Drug Abuse in the Department of Health and
Human Servies is the federal agency that monitors usage rates.    There
are several factors that must be considered with regard to the ques-
tion of imposing stronger penalties for cocaine use.    One is the
additional resource commitment that would be required if penalties
were stronger.   Another is the relationship of cocaine penalties to
those of other drugs of abuse, including heroin and marihuana.

Many of the etate and local intelligence network projectd which have
received funding from the Department of Justice are involved in drug
enforcement activities.    Could you describe for the Committee hou
these projects have aided the DBA in its enforcement efforte over
the past f&u years, and how,  if at all,  their absence might impact
on the efforts of the DBA?

The Federal Government does receive some information as a result of
the state and local drug grant program.    However, the vast majority
of the information collected primarily benefits state and local
governments.

If federal aid is discontinued to these projects, state and local
governments will have to make a determination as to whether to con-
tinue funding these projects with their own resources.    Since the
Federal Government, and DEA in particular, currently receive minimal
narcotics-related information from this source, their abolition due
to lack of atate and local government funding would have no signifi-
cant impact on the efforts of DEA.

Could you describe the DEA's efforts in controll-ing the domestic
cultivation of mrihuana?

An estimated 10-15,000 tons of marihuana are consumed in the United
States annually.    Up to 10 percent of that amount is believed to be
cultivated in the United States.    A large percentage of the domes-
tically cultivated marihuana comes from Hawaii and California.    How-
ever, a survey conducted in 1981 by DEA showed that commercial mari-
huana cultivation exists in at least 25 states mostly in the south-
eastern and south central areas of the country.    The extent of cul-
tivation in these states haa not been determined with accuracy but
indications are that it is or has potential to constitute a signifi-
cant illicit cash crop in those states.    A recent phenomenon pacing
the emergence of commercial domestic cultivation is the technique
used to produce an extremely potent grade of a product called
"sinsemilla" (Spanish for without seeds).    Sinaemilla, with over
six percent THC content, is not only shown to magnify the debilitat-
ing effects of its ingestion into the body particularly among youth
but the high prices commanded and paid are compelling incentives to
the grower and can have significant impact on local economies.

Other incentives to grow marihuana domestically center around the
advantages inherent in not having to import from a foreign country,
dealing with other criminals, traversing great distances and cros-
sing international boundaries.

Since 1979, DEA has supported efforts by state and local enforce-supply reduction.
